
 churches can share what they 

are doing with others to see if 

other churches can grow with 

similar methods. We can eat 

together as families do when 

we have times of fellow-

ship.  We can learn together as 

families do when we have train-

ing or a preaching event.  

Years ago, believers always 

referred to other believers as 

"Brother So and So" or "Sister 

So and So."  The reason for this 

was to emphasize the fact that 

we are brothers and sisters in 

Christ. We may not say it the 

same way today, but we can 

surely live and act like the fam-

ily we are.  So, do me a favor 

and say "Hi" for me to the rest 

of our family  this Sunday. 

Every time I think about Wolf 

Bayou Association I think of 

family. I really think our asso-

ciation is, and should be a true 

family of churches. 

When my older brother was in 

high school he told his friends 

he was an only child and also 

told me never to talk to him 

when we were at school. When 

he went off to college and did 

not see us for weeks at a time, 

he suddenly didn't want to be 

an only child anymore.  On 

those rare weekends when he 

came home, he wanted to see 

everyone in the family and find 

out what had been happening 

in our lives. Today, he is the 

one who calls every person in 

our family at least once a 

week.  

My brother discovered that 

family really is important. And, I 

hope we discover the impor-

tance of having a true family of 

churches. 

Through this newsletter and 

other forums, we can keep up 

with one another. We can join 

together in serious prayer for a 

church going through difficult 

times or conducting a pastor 

search. We can also celebrate 

together when people in our 

churches come to Christ and 

are baptized. Our growing 

Thumbs Up for Summer Camp 2008                                                           

By Pastor Dennis Powell 

Summer Camps have just com-

pleted at Camp Formosa 

for 2008.  Junior Camp was 

held June 8-13 with 77 camp-

ers and over 40 staff.  At least 

five campers accepted Christ 

while at least 4 made decisions 

to be baptized.  Brent Patchell, 

from Pleasant Ridge (who had 

never been to Camp Formosa) 

served as the Camp Evangel-

ist.  Marcus Hutto from Mt. Zion 

Church in Post Oak Grove Asso-

ciation served as the Direc-

tor.  The theme for camp was 

developed around the Power-

Lab VBS material from Group 

Publishing.  Events for the 

week featured science experi-

ments which were used as 

object lessons to teach about 

the power of Christ.  A music 

group made up of the teen 

staff, called Before Sundown, 

provided the music. 

Senior Camp was held the fol-

lowing week with 81 campers 

and 30 staff.  At least three 

teenagers accepted Christ and 

several made decisions of re-

dedication.  The events of the 

week centered on the theme 

"Rescue 121" and the theme 

verse was Psalm 121.  Pastor 

Robert Hunt from Gravel Ridge 

served as the Camp Evangelist 

and Dewey Williams from our 

Clinton Church in Post Oak 

Grove Association was the di-

rector. 

One of the new features at 

Camp Formosa this summer 

was the brand new 60 x 60 

basketball court.  Work on the 

court was completed on the 

Friday before Junior Camp as  

four new goals were in-

stalled.  Several volunteers 

helped with the concrete work 

to get the court  ready for play. 

 (Continued on page 2.) 
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The Taste of Heber is an event 

where restaurants in town pro-

vide free samples of some of 

their fare.  Over 300 people 

came through the Activity Center 

for this event.  

Volunteers from our church were 

all dressed in colorful aprons 

and wore buttons with their 

names and "Ask Me About My 

Church."  

Our volunteers served as greet-

ers, trash collectors, parking 

attendants, kitchen help, water 

servers, and generally as hosts 

of this event.  
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News from our Family of Churches  

Gravel Ridge 

Church Blessed 

with Church Van 

Heber Springs                                    

By Pastor Dennis Powell 

The First General Baptist Church held a ribbon cutting of their new  

building during Spring fest. After which, they hosted A Taste of Heber. 

(Sun-Times photo/ Lorie Thompson)  

 

Live your life in 

such a way that 

when your feet hit 

the floor in the 
morning, Satan 

shudders and 

saysé 

ñOh noéheôs/

sheôs awake!!ò 

April 1, 2008 marked the one 

year anniversary of the food 

ministry at New Bethel General 

Baptist Church. The food minis-

try has been an enormous 

blessing for our church and we 

hope that it has been a bless-

ing for the clients, as well. We 

are open the last Saturday of 

each month. 

In April 2007, our first month of 

operation, we provided food to 

13 households. In April of 2008 

we supplied food to 153 house-

holds, assisting a total of 418 

people. In the first four months 

of 2008 we distributed 22,104 

pounds of food. 

Our goal is to show Jesusõ love 

to those we serve, that they will 

see Him through us. We pray 

that Jesus will receive all the 

glory.  

New Bethel                                                                            

By Robin Steele 

God has abundantly blessed our 

church during the first half of 

2008. We have added eight 

members since January, so we 

are still growing physically. Most 

important, we are seeing spiri-

tual growth in our church. We 

are making progress toward our 

conversion and baptism goals 

for this year and have faith that 

God will help us reach these 

goals. 

One of our prayer requests was 

answered in the spring with an 

anonymous donation of a church 

van. This was something that we 

had been praying about and in 

typical fashion the Good Lord 

met our needs with this gener-

ous gift.   

We also began a badly needed 

renovation of our kitchen in the 

spring. The work is being done 

with volunteer labor and is com-

ing along nicely. We hope to 

have the new kitchen completed 

in the next few weeks. 

Beginning July 1, we will be mak-

ing monthly donations to a local 

food pantry.   

We have been blessed with a 

youth minister and now have 

childrenõs church on Sunday.   

July 13 will mark our second 

annual Family Day.  This is a day 

for outreach to the community 

and fellowship with family.   

We are looking forward to host-

ing churches from North Little 

Rock, Sherwood, Benton, and 

Conway on the fifth Sunday night 

in August. The Mercy River Boys 

will minister to the congregation 

with a southern gospel music 

program that is sure to be a 

blessing to everyone.  

We request your prayers that our 
church will reflect the light of 

Christ. 

Gravel Ridge                        

By Veronica Vanaman 

Thumbs Up -           

(Continued from page 1) 

The camping program is not put 

together overnight.  The direc-

tors of each camp work most of 

the year to prepare.  Staff has to 

be recruited, themes developed, 

supplies planned for, and facili-

ties need to be cleaned.  If you 

would like to volunteer to help 

with camp next year or one of 

the retreats held during the year, 

contact one of the Camp Board 

members.  You can find their 

con tac t  in for mat i on a t         

www.argbchurch.org.  

 
May someone see 

Jesus in you today.  

Remember to en-

courage those you 

see living for Jesus!  

'You are My wit-

nesses,' says the 

Lord.' (Isaiah 43:5)  

http://www.argbchurch.org


Pleasant Ridge General Baptist 

Church at Ida celebrated our 

first fifty years with a very spe-

cial homecoming service in No-

vember 2007, and as we are 

now well into 2008 and into the 

beginning of our second half-

century, we find Godõs blessings 

constant and deep. 

During the past several months 

about a dozen individuals have 

made specific decisions includ-

ing conversion and/or baptism.  

Others have rededicated them-

selves to a closer walk with God.  

This, we hope, is reflective of our 

primary focus of helping estab-

lish relationships between peo-

ple and the Lord. 

Our church has recently formal-

ized leadership for our youth 

program by hiring a director/

youth minister with responsibili-

ties for building and nurturing 

that department.  A January 

youth revival was a successful 

example of that work, as was a 

Youth Sunday when all aspects 

of the morning service were very 

ably handled by the young peo-

ple. 

Womenõs Ministries and the 

Menõs Brotherhood continue 

with the dedicated efforts of 

small core groups.  Monetary 

support has been provided for 

foreign missionaries and exam-

ples of local outreach include 

distribution of smoke alarms 

and batteries by the Brother-

hood and of Christmas 

ògoodiesó by the Womenõs 

group. These were provided to 

shut-ins and others in our com-

munity as an expression of our 

love and concern for them. 

In an effort to build strength and 

fellowship, Pleasant Ridge has 

developed a system of prayer 

groups.  Individuals who wish to 

participate are assigned to very 

small groups who meet monthly  
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Wilburn                                  

By Pastor Dennis Ezell 

We began the year with great 

celebration at the baptism of 

McKenzie Cresswell on January 

13. Immediately following this 

blessing, we had another cele-

bration with the baptism of 

Rick and Peggy Johnson in 

March.  

In addition to our regular ser-

vices we were blessed with a 

special day and service in 

honor of our elder deacon, 

Darrel Southerland, who now 

resides in the Bird Haven Nurs-

ing Home in Searcy. There were 

many good comments concern-

ing Darrelõs 43 years of service 

to the Lord as deacon. We are 

praying for equal blessings in 

the second half of this year.  

We are saddened by the clos-

ing of Wilburn Public School but 

we are praying for continued 

community unity and spirit. 

Church News - Continued  

Greetings from Sunny Slope Gen-

eral Baptist Church. We continue 

to maintain our current atten-

dance with perhaps some growth 

beginning to start again. We are 

blessed that God has provided us 

with the opportunity to buy ap-

proximately 6 acres. Now we can 

look forward to building and add-

ing space so desperately needed 

for us to continue to grow. 

However, the most important 

thing that is happening at Sunny 

Slope at this time is the Holy 

Spiritõs presence in our services 

and our lives and the blessings 

we all are receiving from worship-

ing our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

Continue to pray for us as we will 

continue to pray for you, our sis-

ter churches. And let us not forget 

our goals to reach the lost for 

Christ.  

Sunny Slope                           

By Dwight Decker 

Darrel Southerland with 

Pastor Dennis Ezell, 

Wilburn General Baptist  

 with the express purpose of 

sharing joys and concerns and 

supporting each other as prayer 

partners. 

Five evenings in early May were 

spent in our annual community 

revival that is held at our church 

with four other neighboring 

churches participating.  The 

pastor and congregants of each 

church are responsible for the 

service for one evening.  In addi-

tion to the emphasis on revival 

in the traditional sense, this is 

also an opportunity for various 

doctrinal and procedural differ-

ences to be overridden in unified 

worship of God and in fellowship 

of believers. 

With this ònewsó, we at Pleasant 

Ridge send to all of you our 

prayers and our hopes that the 

Good Lord continues to bless 

and keep you. 

 Pleasant Ridge                            

By Norma Lacy Hendrix  Pleasant Ridge ñ(Contõd.) 

43 Years of Service!  

 

Important Notice !! 
 
The Formosa Youth Camp Board is constantly working to up-

grade the facilities.  Below are some things they are working on 
and would appreciate any gifts toward these projects. 

 
Repair of Kitchen Walk-In Cooler             Any amount 

Placing Electric Supply Underground          $10,000  
New Cabins to Replace Dorms                   $80,000 each 

New Sound System                                 Any amount 
 

Also, a variety of work projects need completion at the camp.  If 

you or a group from your church would like to help, contact 

Camp Caretaker Wayne Lee, 501.745.5202. 

No One Sits Long at Camp Formosa  

I saw Jesus yesterday.  
He was at the hospital visiting 

a friend who was sick.  
They prayed together quietly.  

For just a minute he looked 
like our pastor.  

But it was Jesus, I could tell by 
the tears in his eyes.   


