
 to attend and the presenters 

have all accomplished what 
they are teaching: 

Breaking the 50 Barrier 

Breaking the 100 Barrier 

From Part-Time to Full-

Time 

A Childrenõs Ministry with 

no Kids 

How Our Church is Grow-

ing 

 
Additional information will be 

mailed to pastors giving a more 
complete description of the 

workshops. Last year, we were 
hoping for at least 25 to attend 

and we had 108! This year we 
are hoping to top that. Bring as 

many people as possible from 
your church. The more your 

people know the better your 
church can be, because your 

church matters.  

We are a denomination of 

small churches in a nation of 
small churches. Mega-churches 

like Saddleback and Southeast 
Christian get all the attention, 

but they are the exceptions. 
 

Approximately 59% of all 

churches in the United States 
have 100 or less in attendance 

each Sunday. A church with 
500 worshippers is in the top 

6% of all churches. A church 

with over 1,000 in attendance 

is in the top 2% of all churches 
in our country. 

 
What this tells me is that small 

churches matter a great deal! 
Small churches can be just as 

effective in sharing the gospel 

as large churches. Most large 
churches become large be-

cause they have a massive 
focus on evangelism and out-

reach. They make winning peo-
ple to Christ their top priority.  

Small churches can have a 
similar impact as they collec-

tively reach out to people in 
their area. 

 
With this in mind, our associa-

tion training event is titled, 
òBreaking Through: Empower-

ing the Small Church.ó This 
event will be held at our Searcy 

Church on Sunday, October 5 
from 3:00 to 5:30 with an Asso-

ciation Worship Celebration at 
6:00. We will have several 

workshops for church leaders 

Hispanic Ministry - Pointing the Way to God                                                            

By Pastor Pedro Ramirez-Flota  

The Comunidad Cristiana Nueva 

Esperanza (New Hope Christian 

Community) has the commit-

ment to share the Good News of 

Jesus Christõs Gospel with every 

Hispanic in our area, pointing 

the way to God. We are seriously 

committed to establishing a 

healthy church. Our goal is, òto 

be a community where the His-

panic people can find God in 

Jesus Christó. We are really 

encouraged by the Great Com-

mission and the Great Com-

mandment.   

After one year working to-

gether, we now have our own 

place to worship God, having 

an attendance of at least 60 

people in every worship service. 

We dream of buying this facility 

located at 3793 Hwy 65 South in 

Clinton, AR. We want to serve 

Hispanics in the area by guiding 

and supporting their social and 

spiritual lives. We need and hope 

for your prayers. 

Recently we launched our web 

page (still under construction): 

www.ministeriohispanogbc.com. 

Please free to call us to learn 

more about us: Office: (501) 745-

8501; Cell: (501) 691-3459.  You 

can also visit us in our meetings 

every Saturday at 7 PM and be-

ginning September 14, in our 

Sunday School at 10 AM, or our 

Sunday Worship Service at 11 

AM. 

It is an honor to serve you all.  
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Jeremy Bolding was recently 

baptized by Pastor Dennis at 

First General Baptist Church 

of Heber Springs. 

Greetings from CrossBridge in 

Bryant! We would like to take 

this opportunity to share with 

you some of the exciting devel-

opments in our church. 

We have purchased an 80õx80õ 

steel building and are remodel-

ing it through volunteer labor. 

We are excited about the minis-

try opportunities it provides. You 

can check out our progress on 

our website at www.crossbridge-

church.com. We plan to be in 

the new building by October 1. 

 The Arkansas Home Missions 

Society blessed us with $5,000 

for an outreach program. One 

avenue we are using for name 

recognition is Bryantõs Fall Fest, 

which is an annual family ori-

ented festival. Last year it at-

tracted 12,000 people and more 

are expected this year. We are 

looking forward to this opportu-

nity to reach families in our com-

munity. 

We are also preparing a new 

ministry opportunity for this new 

locationña daycare ministry, 

Childrenõs Journey. We are seek-

ing to fill a desperate need for 

affordable, quality childcare for 

the residents of our community. 

The first of November marks our 

official end of mission status.  

After this, we will be on our own.   

Thank you for your prayers and 

support thus far in the journey 

and we ask that you continue 

those prayers in the coming 

months as we go through these 

monumental moments in our 

churchõs future.   
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News from our Family of Churches  

CrossBridge                                    

By Cheryl Harrell 
 

éGod is love, 
and those 

who abide in 
love abide in 
God, and God 

abides in 
them.  

(1 John 4:16)  

In April our congregation com-

pleted several inventories and 

surveys as part of an overall as-

sessment of our church.  This 

assessment was completed 

through the General Baptist Con-

gregational Ministries office and 

the direction of Dr. Franklin 

Dumond. The assessment meas-

ures the overall health of a 

church and presents areas of 

strengths and weaknesses. The 

Assessment report stated that we 

are above average on the health 

of our church, but like all 

churches showed us some areas 

where we need to improve. 

The deacons and their wives are 

serving as our Growth Team and 

have already begun working on 

some improvements. They first 

discussed ways to follow-up with 

guests in hopes of encouraging 

them to visit again. Recently, they 

completed a walk-through of our 

facilities attempting to view the 

building and grounds through the 

eyes of a first time guest.  Several 

plans are being developed to 

improve our first impression. 

This process is long-term and will 

help our church to improve our 

ministries and activities to in-

crease our opportunities for 

growth.   

Heber Springs                    

By Pastor Dennis Powell 

 

 
Every way of a 
man is right in 
his own eyes,  
but the Lord 

weighs his 
heart.  

(Proverbs 21:2) 

I saw Jesus last Sunday teaching a 

Bible class.  

He didn't use long words, but you 

could tell he believed what he said.  

For just a minute, he looked like our 

deacon, but it was Jesus. I could tell 

by the love in his voice.  

Gravel Ridge General Baptist 

Church was blessed with a new 

member, Nicki Boaz on August 

31. Nicki has been attending 

faithfully for several months.  We 

are grateful to have Nicki as part 

of our  church family. 

Approximately 75 people at-

tended the 5th Sunday service. 

We were blessed with an uplifting 

concert by the Mercy River Boys 

followed by good food and fellow-

ship.  

We are happy to report that the 

kitchen renovation was com-

pleted in time for the 5th Sunday 

service.  All of the work was done 

by members of our church. We 

are so thankful for the abundance 

of skill in our membership and for 

those who worked so hard on the 

project. 

July 13 marked our second an-

nual Family Day.  It was a great 

day of fellowship and fun for all. 

Our youth minister, Adam Pate 

endured a pie in the face when 

his team of youth lost the volley-

ball match against the adults. 

Our senior deacon, Gerald Tho-

mason has been hospitalized 

several times this summer and 

we request  your prayers for his 

recovery.  We also request your 

prayers that we will show the love 

of Jesus to our community. 

Gravel Ridge                        

By Veronica Vanaman 
 

http://www.crossbridge-church.com/
http://www.crossbridge-church.com/
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Church News - Continued  

Sunny Side                           

By G. S. Howell 

The First General Baptist 

Church of Searcy selected Jay 

Bittle as their new pastor effec-

tive June 1, 2008. 

Jay was the associate pastor at 

Sunny Slope and was recently 

ordained by the Presbytery of 

Wolf Bayou Association. 

Jay and the Church feel that 

the Lord has put them to-

gether. Since Jay has been 

here the spirit of the Lord has 

been blessing the Church in 

every way including eight new 

members since June 1.  

 Searcy                               

By Laymon Cato 

News from Camp Formosa                                               

By Pamela Powell 

Camp Formosa is looking for a Director for Junior 
Camp.  Anyone interested can contact Dewey Williams at 

501.745.6674.    

The camp has a DVD highlighting some of the physical needs 
of the camp.  They will be sending copies to each church and 

are encouraging the churches to view the video and consider 
how they can continue to support this ministry. 

Teenagers who want to be Counselors in Training for Junior 

Camp, and young adults who want to be Counselors in Train-
ing for Senior Camp are strongly encouraged to attend the 

retreats so they can receive special training. 
 

 2008 Fall Retreat       September 26-28 
   Christmas Retreat     December 5-7 

 2009       CORE Retreat         February 27-28 
      ONE Retreat           April 24-26 

      Junior Camp            June 7-12 
        Senior Camp           June 14-20 

        Fall Retreat              September 25-27 
       Christmas Retreat     December 4-6 

 
 Camp information can be found on our WB website: 

 www.argbchurch.org.  

Greetings in the name of the 

Good Lord from Pleasant Ridge 

where we continue to enjoy His 

many blessings. 

Our annual Bible School was held 

in July and was an enjoyable and 

successful event, thanks to much 

hard work by the directors and 

the many volunteers, as well as 

the enthusiastic participation of 

dozens of children. 

òExperiencing the Heart of Jesusó, 

a ten-week study guide written by 

Max Lucado, is being used in 

Wednesday evening sessions.  

Those who are participating re-

port that it is providing an oppor-

tunity for a great deal of Bible 

study, thoughtful discussion, and 

spiritual renewal. 

Our trustees have been engaged 

in making arrangements (as well 

as in trimming branches, etc.) for 

a new roof on our building that 

suffered some damage in the 

storms several weeks ago. We try 

not to take our trustees for 

granted as we are very dependent 

on their expertise and their will-

ingness to use it. 

Our young people (and some not 

so young) enjoyed a recent trip to 

Branson that included atten-

dance at the new attraction, 

òNoah, the Musicaló. Reviews 

were very positive. 

Jerry Davis recently presented the 

church library with a booklet that 

he had compiled in memory of his 

wife, Mildred, who passed away in 

March of this year. Along with the 

booklet, he presented contribu-

tions to the library that had also 

been made in her memory. On 

this same occasion, Jerry pre-

sented to the church a contribu-

tion that Mildred had designated 

to be paid from her estate. The 

church is most appreciative. We 

miss her and cherish her mem-

ory. 

New Bethel                           

By Robin Steele 

New Bethel had the blessing of 

two new members joining the 

church. Donald and Brenda Mar-

tin joined in August. They have 

been attending for quite some 

time and are truly a blessing to 

our congregation. 

I took several of our youth along 

with several from the Bradford 

FCA (Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes) on a mission trip this 

summer to Cassville Missouri to 

His Children Camp. There were 

23 of us all together. The camp 

is a nondenominational Chris-

tian camp for abused and ne-

glected children. We had a very 

blessed week and worked really 

hard for the camp. We worked 

on a deck around their swim-

ming pool, put scratch coat on 

their dining hall, worked on the 

new office, weeded flower beds 

and hiking trails, stripped copper 

wire, and much more.  

We also attended both Junior 

Camp and Senior Camp at Camp 

Formosa. We had about 16 

campers for both weeks and 

each truly had a blessed week. 

Camp Formosa is such a bless-

ing and we look forward to each 

retreat and camp that we have. 

Thanks to the Lee family, the 

camp board, and everyone in-

volved with the camp. Lives are 

being strengthened by your hard 

work and dedication.  

 Pleasant Ridge                            

By Norma Lacy Hendrix 
 

 

I saw Jesus today.  

He was praying on his knees all 

alone.  

He then began to cry for those 

he prayed for.  

For just a minute he looked like 

a lady from our church.  

But it was Jesus, I could see the 

compassion poured out in his 

prayer.  

Sunny Side Church is going full-tilt 

in reorganizing and redeveloping 

their ministry.  We recently hired a 

new pastor, Rev. Truman Craig.  

Rev. Craig has a brother who will 

be preaching a revival at Sunny 

Side September 18-21. We have 

had some new families join the 

church recently which has added 

to the growing excitement in this 

congregation.  

The congregation recently tore 

down the old fellowship hall 

which was in serious disrepair. In 

early October, work will begin on a 

new 30õx40õ fellowship hall. It will 

be completely paid for when it is 

finished, with some funds left 

over. God is blessing this church 

which nearly closed last Spring. 

Now, we are moving forward and 

not looking back.   

Please send pictures from your 

church (baptisms, ordination 

services, youth activities, etc.) for 

the newsletter!! 

http://www.argbchurch.org


impending disaster, had car-

ried her offspring to the base 

of the tree and had gathered 

them under her wings instinc-

tively knowing that the toxic 

smoke would rise. 

She could have flown to 

safety but had refused to 

abandon her babies. Then 

the blaze had arrived and the 

heat had scorched her small 

body, the mother had re-

mained steadfastñbecause 

she had been willing to die, 

so those under the cover of 

her wings would live.   

òHe will cover you with his 

feathers, and under his wings 

you will find refuge.ó (Psalm 

91:4)   

Being loved this much should 

make a difference in your life. 

A little something to put things 

in perspective... 

An article in National Geo-

graphic several years ago pro-

vided an interesting picture of 

God's wings.   

After a forest fire in Yellow-

stone National Park, forest 

rangers began their trek up a 

mountain to assess the in-

ferno's damage. One ranger 

found a bird literally petrified in 

ashes, perched statuesquely 

on the ground at the base of a 

tree.   

Somewhat sickened by the 

eerie sight, the ranger knocked 

over the bird with a stick. 

When he gently struck it, three 

tiny chicks scurried from under 

their dead mother's  wings. The 

loving mother, keenly aware of 

Remember the One who 

loves you, and then be differ-

ent because of it.   
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Godõs Wings 

By Arthur Unknown 

Editorõs Corner               

By Veronica Vanaman (Ronni) 

I hope that the newsletter is 

helping you feel a closer con-

nection to your sister 

churches.  The job of editor 

has been such a blessing to 

me because it is giving me the 

opportunity to get better ac-

quainted with many of you 

and with your church. 

Please submit news and/or 

PICTURES from your church 

for the December publication.  

The best way to submit infor-

mation is by email; however, 

you may also send informa-

tion through the USPS.  The 

deadline for submission is 

November 29.  All of my con-

tact information is on page 

one. 

Thank you for your sup-

port  and prayers. 

òHe will cover you with his 

feathers, and under his 

wings you will find ref-

uge.ó (Psalm 91:4) 

http://www.argbchurch.org

