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Newsletter   

From Our Association Moderator  

When most people think about 

the capacity of their church they 

quite naturally think of the seat-

ing in their sanctuary. However, 

the capacity of your church can 

be limited or expanded in a 

number of different ways. The 

potential for your church has 

much to do with your capacity to 

add new people, and it only 

takes one limiting factor to keep 

your church from growing. 

Sanctuary Seating. There are 

several ways to determine how 

many people you can seat in 

your pews. The one I find most 

useful is the "21 Inch Rule." 

According to architects, you can 

measure your pew and divide by 

21" and you can see how many 

can be seated comfortably. Once 

you figure the seating in all your 

pews, multiply that by 70% and 

you can see what your highest 

potential average attendance is. 

Parking. In today's society the 

average household is something 

like 3.2 people. Count the num-

ber of parking spaces you have 

and multiply by 3.2. This will give 

you the largest number of peo-

ple your parking lot will accom-

modate. Keep in mind, you will 

seldom completely fill your park-

ing lot. Just as people don't like 

crowded seating, they don't like 

crowded parking. 

Class Size. Some people like 

having large Sunday School 

classes. The reality is the larger 

the class the less likely new 

people will be willing to attend. 

With a large class, either the 

seating is limited or the opportu-

nity to participate is absent. The 

best size for a class is 12 peo-

ple. At this size everyone has the 

opportunity to join in the conver-

sation and strong relationships 

can be built. 

Small Groups. The more groups 

a person can connect with, the 

greater your church's capacity to 

add new people. If you only have 

two specialty groups that a per-

son can join and neither one of 

them interests the new person, 

they will not join. If you have five 

specialty groups, you are more 

likely to have a group a new 

attendee would want to be a 

part of. The more small specialty 

groups, the greater the variety, 

and the more ways a person can 

connect. 

Relationships. It is more difficult 

for a church of 45 to grow be-

yond 50 than for a church of 60 

to grow to 100. The reason? 

Relationships! Newcomers will 

connect with a church as they 

feel a part of the group. They will 

feel a part of the group as they 

develop new individual friends. 

In a church of 50 or less, every-

one is already interconnected to 

a group of friends. This leaves 

no emotional capacity for any-

one to add a new friend, and the 

newcomer will feel left out. You 

have to make a conscious effort 

to increase your capacity for new 

friends. 

These are just a few of the ca-

pacities you need to consider for 

your church to reach new people 

for Christ and see them become 

an active part of your church. 

See what you can do to increase 

the capacity of your church. 

Your Church Capacity  

  Dr. Dennis Powell 

 

1) Eric Decker resigned as the 

Pastor of Chastain Chapel and 

they are now looking for a new 

pastor. 

2) Trumann Craig resigned as 

the Pastor of Sunny Side, and 

they have now hired Caleb 

Decker as their new pastor. This 

is Caleb's first church to serve as 

a lead pastor. 

3) Aaron Hill has been serving as 

the Interim Pastor of North Little 

Rock, but he was recently hired 

to be the Youth Pastor at the 

Howard Church in Quitman. 

Howard Church is part of Post 

Oak Grove Association. North 

Little Rock is searching for a 

new pastor. 

4) J. C. Watts is now the Pastor 

of Apple Hill Church. 

5) Dr. Ron Black has resigned as 

the Executive Director of Gen-

eral Baptists and the Personnel 

Committee has begun the 

search for his replacement. 

Recent Pastor Changes  
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Center Point was busy with sev-

eral events the last six months 

of 2009. 

In June, we participated in a 

Community Revival which was 

held at the Quitman City Park.  

Ministers from churches around 

the Quitman community brought 

a message each night and we 

were blessed with lots of special 

singing. The Mercy River Boys 

sang on the final night of the 

revival and we just all had a 

great time fellowshipping one 

with another. The Spirit was 

definitely in our midst! Plans are 

already in place for next yearõs 

Community Revival.  Watch this 

newsletter for more information!  

We would love to have you join 

us. 

In August, we hosted a three 

night Childrenõs Crusade featur-

ing Brent Pickens. Brother Pick-

ens was a blessing for both the 

children and adults. He told 

Bible stories and used many of 

his mannequin friends to help 

bring the message of Jesus and 

the plan for eternal salvation. 

A penny pledge contest between 

the boys and the girls proved 

very competitive, and the girls 

won by a small margin. All the 

money raised was placed in our 

missionary fund to sponsor a trip 

to Honduras. Over $500 was 

raised during the crusade. 

In September, we had a yard 

sale to help add funds to our 

missionary account for the Hon-

duras trip. We raised over $400 

and were able to reach our goal!  

Sister Magean McDaniel will be 

headed down to Honduras in 

February, 2010. She is very ex-

cited about the upcoming trip 

and canõt wait to spread the 

word about Jesus! 

October brought our annual 
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Center Point                                    

by Brenda Holley 

Homecoming service. Brother 

Matt Mosler was the guest minis-

ter and he brought a very good 

message about our great 

òhomecomingó that we all have to 

look forward to, if we are faithful 

in our belief and service for the 

Lord. We celebrated with a won-

derful potluck lunch followed by 

singing. All in attendance re-

ceived a blessing. 

We celebrated our Thanksgiving 

fellowship on Sunday afternoon, 

November 22. We had some deli-

cious smoked ham and turkey, 

compliments of Brother Larry 

Duncan. Before the meal, we had 

special singing and were pleased 

to have Wesley Chapel join our 

fellowship this year. Everyone had 

a wonderful time in the Lord! 

In December, a group of us went 

to the Center on the Square Din-

ner Theatre in Searcy to see òThe 

Homecoming: A Christmas Story.ó  

The play was based on the televi-

sion show, òThe Waltonõsó. We  

had a wonderful evening of Chris-

tian fellowship and fun. 

We had Brother Brent Pickens 

back on Sunday evening, Decem-

ber 13 for our Childrenõs Christ-

mas Ministry. With the help of his 

puppet friends and his sketching 

talent, he told us about the birth 

of Christ. This was a blessing for 

all ages! 

vice. It is so exciting to see new 

converts on fire for Jesus! God 

continues to bless us beyond our 

expectations, and we look for-

ward to His blessings in the new 

year. 

News Flashé 

Pastor Pedro and Dolly 

now have permission to 

work from the Depart-

ment of Homeland Secu-

rity!  This is part of the 

process of them attain-

ing Permanent Resi-

dency status.  It also will 

allow them to earn a 

living beyond what Ar-

kansas Home Missions 

and the Hispanic congre-

gations can provide. 

Gravel Ridge                                    

by Ronni Vanaman 

The most exciting news that we 

have to report is that we ex-

ceeded our conversion and bap-

tism goals for the year!  In 2009, 

we had nine conversions/

rededications and thirteen bap-

tisms. 

In addition, nine new members 

(five families) joined our church, 

Sunday School attendance dou-

bled, and we experienced a 20% 

increase in average attendance 

for Sunday morning worship ser-

For the past three years, we have 

held an outreach event at Christ-

mas called, Night In Bethlehem. 

We decorate our Activity Center 

as if it were the marketplace in 

Bethlehem at the time of Christ. 

We do this on the same night as 

the Heber Springs Christmas pa-

rade.  

This year, we sent costumed peo-

ple through the parade crowd 

prior to the beginning of the pa-

rade and passed out invitations 

to NIB. Approximately 200 people 

attended the event. 

They were greeted by a Tax Col-

lector who required them to regis-

ter their family at the direction of 

Augustus Caesar and pay their 

tax. (We graciously gave them a 

"tax coin" prior to entering the 

building.) The guests were then 

able to visit several booths includ-

ing the perfume stand; weaver's 

house; bakery; and a star shop, 

manned by the Wise Men and 

helpers. Guests all received hot 

chocolate and cookies while also 

hearing the Christmas story. They 

ended their tour by having their 

picture taken at the manger with 

Mary and Joseph. 

We are continuing to follow up 

with our guests to invite them to 

become a part of our church fam-

ily.  

Heber Springs                                   

by Pastor Dennis 

 

Night In Bethlehem 2009  

Star Shop  

Heber Springs Church  

 

Night In Bethlehem 2009  

Heber Springs Church  

God loves you because 

of who God is, not be-

cause of anything you 

did or didn¬t do. 
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Church News - Continued  

We have had a very busy sum-

mer and fall. We decided to 

have the all day Saturday Bible 

School in July. It turned out ok, 

but we were sure one tired 

bunch of adults. 

Our church lost a very dear 

friend of the Lord and of the 

many people in Wolf Bayou As-

sociation when Brother Darrell 

Southerland went to be with the 

Lord on Nov. 19, 2009. Darrell 

had been a Deacon in Wilburn 

General Baptist Church for 45 

years. 

The following poem was written 

for Darrell by a dear friend and 

fellow church member, Rick 

Johnson. 

By the time you are reading this, 

we hope you have experienced a 

wonderful Christmas Season 

filled with love, family, friends, 

and especially with Christ. We 

also wish for you individually, 

and as churches, a productive 

New Year in the service of God. 

Since our last report, we have 

welcomed several sweet and 

cuddly arrivals to our congrega-

tion and are looking forward to 

at least two other births during 

early 2010. When the world and 

problems get worrisome, the 

smile of a baby can give us 

hope. 

In September, our church cele-

brated with Brother Cecil and 

Sister Lois Robertson as they 

marked their 70th wedding anni-

versary. A wonderful time was 

enjoyed by all. Lunch was served 

and music was provided by ôThe 

Rubber Bandõ, a group from 

Oklahoma. 

We are in the process of acquir-

ing and installing a new church 

sign. Our old one was fine until 

an errant automobile speeded 

its way through it a few weeks 

ago. We are thankful for good 

insurance and especially that 

there were no serious casual-

ties. 

Our Christmas Season got off to 

a wonderful start when we en-

joyed a performance of the Ar-

kansas Revival Center Choir at 

our church on December 5. 

Their Christmas Cantata was 

beautifully inspiring. We are 

most appreciative of the witness 

of these folks as they minister 

through music. 

We also mourn the loss of Ge-

neva Shearer, who passed away 

on November 30. She was a 

powerful presence in our church 

and she will be missed. 

God bless and keep each of you. 

Pleasant Ridge                                  

by Norma Lacy Hendrix 

Life in this world, seems oh so short. 

     The days rush swiftly onward,  

But when it's done, and we move on, 

      We find our Heavenly Reward. 

 Away we go, away from here, 

      We leave our worldly body, 

Our friends and family, oh so dear 

      to be with our Heavenly Father. 

We¬ve lost a dear good friend, 

      A pillar of our church, 

A sweet, sweet soul, a child of God 

      He will be sorely missed. 

A righteous man was he, 

      of this we can be sure 

A loving man, a good dear friend 

      Missed he will surely be. 

A gentle soul was he, 

      Living each day for our Lord 

A great example to the World, 

     of how to gain Eternity. 

We say goodbye, we love you so 

     You are sorely missed, 

But your mansion is ready 

     and we know you earned it; 

So God Bless, Goodbye Darrell 

      Dear child of God. 

Wilburn                                  

by Dorothy Ball 
Camp Formosa News                                                              

by Pamela Powell 

The final retreat of 2009 for Camp Formosa was the Christmas re-

treat held this year on December 4-6. We had the largest attendance 

ever for a Christmas retreat with 60 campers and 16 staff! What a 

way to end the year!! 

Below is a list of upcoming dates for 2010. Following the date is the 

contact person and phone number for more information or to volun-

teer. Each church should receive additional information a few weeks 

prior to the event. More information can also be found at 

www.argbchurch.org or you can become a fan of Camp Formosa 

Ministries on Face book. 

CORE February 26-28: NOTE- this retreat will be two nights this year. 

(Dewey Williams 501-253-2396) 

JAM  March 26-27:  One night retreat for grades 1-6. 

Golf Tournament at Mt. Ranch Golf Course, Fairfield Bay April 10: 

(This is a fund-raiser for Camp. In addition to playersõ fees which the 

course splits with Camp, we also sell hole-sponsorships. For $50 

your business can have a sign at a tee-box advertising your business 

and announcing your support of Camp Formosa. We are also seeking 

a tournament sponsor. Call Dewey Williams, 501-253-2396, for 

more information.) 

Womenõs Retreat April 16-17: (Hills Echo One Day Convention) 

Spring Retreat April 23-25: Formerly called ONE, for ages 16-26.  

(Dewey Williams 501-253-2396) 

Junior Camp June 13-18: Grades 4-7 (Kurt Hudspeth 501-514-

2774) 

Senior Camp June 20-26: Grades 8-Just graduated (Dewey Williams 

501-253-2396) 

                   

Bread Shop 

Night In Bethlehem 2009 

Heber Springs Church 

 

Perfume Shop 

Night In Bethlehem 2009 

Heber Springs Church 

http://www.argbchurch.org/



