
Send email to crossbridge 
@crossbridge-church.com for 
information on how you can help 
with renovations. 

 helps us to know where we are 

doing well and where we need 
help. 
 

The Executive Committee of the 

association can review the 
reports and understand better 

what topics need to be covered 
in our annual training event. 

We can also see which 
churches may need some en-

couragement and prayer sup-
port. And, when you look at the 

conversions in your church, it 
may seem like a small number, 

but together we reach many 
people for Christ each year. 
 

Take a moment in January to 

see where you are and where 
you want to be. Do some 

dreaming for next year and 
create a vision of what you 

believe God wants your church 
to accomplish. Looking back 

helps us to look to the future.  

Every year in December I get a 

bit antsy in anticipation of our 
annual church report to the 

association and denomina-
tion.  I'm really curious how our 

numbers will look when we 
total everything up. Will our 

attendance be up or down? Will 

our finances be better or 
worse? Have we accomplished 

what we wanted to this year, or 
not? 
 

When I worked as a church 

planter, I was required to send 

a written report every week via 
email and a statistical report 

each month. Some of the 
church planters had a hard 

time making themselves send 
their reports in consis-

tently.  But, the reports were 

very valuable. Those monthly 
reports helped keep track of 

how the work was going and 
where help was needed. By 

reading the reports, my supervi-
sor and the mission board 

knew how to encourage and 
help me in the new church 

plant. 
 

Your annual church report has 
the same importance to you 

and others. When you review 
your annual church report you 

get to do a checkup to see how 
your church is doing? Did your 

church grow this year? How 
many conversions did you 

have? What was your goal? It 
also helps the rest of the asso-

ciation and denomination be-
cause combining all the reports 

Not a Building                                                                            

By Cheryl Harrell (CrossBridge General Baptist Church) 
But we were together and we 

worshipped the Lord. 
 

An earlier Sunday we met in our 
building with no light except that 

which was provided by the sun. 
But we were together and we 

worshipped the Lord. 
 

Yet another Sunday we only had 
one functioning bathroom and it 

didnõt have hot water. But we 
were together and we worshipped 

the Lord. 
 

We are thankful that we have a 
place that is ours and a family 

with which to share it. 
 

What are you thankful for?  
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  Dr. Dennis Powell 

Reporting!                        

From Our Association Moderator  

A church is not a building... 

This time of year brings with it 

thoughts of family, friends, and 
blessings. 
 

The church is not a building but 

a group of believers. This holiday 
season I have heard a repeated 

refrain among our congregation 
when asked what they are 

thankful forñòMy church familyó. 
Thatõs what it is all about! We 

are a family bound together by 

It is a group of believers! 

the love of Christ. This is what 

has made the last eight weeks 
in our new facility such a bless-

ing. 
 

As work on the remodel contin-
ues, who knows from week to 

week what will happen. Just 
last Sunday we had to meet in 

the foyer due to the decreased 
temperature and the unknown 

condition of the heating units.  
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Chastain Chapel has had a very 

blessed year. Our attendance 
has been steady and we have 

welcomed a lot of new babies to 
our church. 
 

God has given us a new Life 

Center that is being used by 
everyone to give glory to God. 

Bible classes and Vacation Bible 
School were held in the new 

building this year and were a 
huge success. All youth activities 

are now held in the new Life 
Center. 
 

Speaking of our youth, we con-

tinue to grow in that area. We 
have over thirty young ones and 

teenagers coming to church 
every Wednesday and Sunday. 

Praise God! 
 

Our missionaries in Costa Rica, 
Barbara and Tink Simpson are 

spreading the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to all who come to their 

services and they have had an 
outpouring of people coming to 

Christ. 
  

Barbara and Tink are teaching 
the children to speak English 

and Tink is repairing buildings. 
They also have a bus for travel 

to other towns and transporta-
tion to church services. Both of 

them are wonderful stewards for 
Christ. 
 

Our Church is preparing for the 

Christmas play, so be much in 
prayer for our youth as they will 

be performing most of it. 
 

Please pray for our continued 

growth and let us give God the 
glory for our many blessings.  
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News from our Family of Churches  

Chastain Chapel                                    

By Angie Shipley 

After Pastor Robert Hunt per-

formed a triple baptism on No-
vember 23, our church celebrated 

with a potluck lunch.  We praise 
God that he continues to bless us 

as we grow in the Spirit. 
 

We wish all of our sister churches 
a blessed Christmas season. 

Please continue to pray for us. 

Claremont - (Contõd.)            
 

about what God can and is doing 

here. 
 

We have been very busy this year 
getting Sunday school classes 

going and rebuilding things that 
were run down. We have seen 

three baptisms this year with 
Tommy and Shannon Rose and 

family joining our church.  I also 
had the honor to baptize a very 

special girl to meñmy daughter, 
Destinee. 
 

We have had some great guest 

speakers and singers come and 
share their joy for the Lord with 

us.  Some of the guests that have 
shared their talents are Jason 

Campbell, of the group Singletree, 
an up and coming country group; 

the group Natural State, a blue 
grass group from Arkansas; from 

the Extreme Makeover show, the 
McCulley family; and many minis-

ters. 
   

The Church is seeing many visi-
tors that are looking at joining us 

soon, we pray. There are eleven 
that have been coming almost 

every week for a couple of 
months. 
 

One of our youth, Shane Babson, 

went to Farmington, New Mexico 
for Nationals after finishing 3rd in 

the State All-Round Junior Bare-
back Riding. Way to go! 
 

We have also started a monthly 

meal after Church so that we can 
come to know each other better; 

finishing the day by playing 
games with our youth. 
 

The next challenging thing that 

we as a church will be doing is 
putting on a Christmas play. Pray 

for us. 
 

We have many goals as we move 

into 2009. The most important is 
seeing Christ use each of us as a 

light and continuing to grow in 

Christ our Savior so that others 
may see what He has done. 
 

Please continue to remember the 
Haley family in your prayers. Carl 

Rae Haley passed away on No-
vember 12, 2008. We ask that 

God will comfort his family. 

Claremont                             

By Pastor James Williams 

I hope this news finds all of our 
Churches doing well in the Lord. 

All is well at Claremont and 
things are going great!  We are 

growing and working to make a 
difference in Sherwood. 
  

I became the pastor here at the 
beginning of 2008. I am truly 

blessed to be a part of a family 

of believers that are excited  

Gravel Ridge                                    

By Ronni Vanaman 

Brandon Rivera & Brother Robert 

Tracy Fleming & Brother Robert 

Bejay Smith & Brother Robert 

Foster Parents Needed 

 
The voters of the State of Arkan-
sas adopted Initiated Act 1 which 
prohibits homosexuals and unmar-
ried couples from being foster 
parents.  This is the correct bibli-

cal and moral stance for our State 
to take.  However, the other part 
of this equation is that the Depart-
ment of Human Services is des-
perately in need of additional 
foster parent households.  For 
example, Cleburne County usually 
has 50 children in foster care at 

any one time, but they only have 5 
foster parent households. 
 

Go to www.FosterArkansas.org 
for more information.  

Pastor Dennis & Tammy Ezell - 

Pastor Appreciation at Wilburn 

General Baptist Church 

Pastor Jeff, Kim & Chase 

Thomas - Fall Fest at Pleasant 

Ridge General Baptist Church 

Trunk or Treat! 

First General Baptist Church 

of Heber Springs 

Fall Picnic & Hayride 

Wilburn General Baptist 

Church 

http://www.FosterArkansas.org

