
Wolf Bayou Association of General Baptists  

Contact Information:  

¶ Veronica Vanaman, Editor  

   59 Cardinal Valley Drive                                  

NLR, AR 72120 

    (501) 835-8073 

    vvanaman@sbcglobal.net       

        

 

 

Executive Committee:  

¶ Dr. Dennis Powell 

¶ Pastor Jay Bittle 

¶ Sister Penny Rolins 

¶ Brother Harol Dene Lacy 

¶ Rev. Aaron Hill 

¶ Pastor Robert Hunt 

 

June, 2009 Volume 2, Issue 2 

Inside this issue:  

News from Churches 

¶ Chastain Chapel 

¶ Gravel Ridge 

¶ Heber Springs 

¶ Pleasant Ridge 

¶ Searcy 

2 

News from Churches 
¶ Searcy (Contõd.) 

¶ Sunny Slope 

¶ Wilburn 

JAM - Focus on Heroes    

 

3 

 

 

3 

Camp Formosa 4 

  

Newsletter   

From Our Association Moderator  

Most of us would like to see our 

church be healthy and grow and 

each of us probably have opin-

ions about what it would take for 

that to happen. Often I hear 

people say, ''Just preach the 

Word." or ''If people were just 

more committed." Honestly, 

there are no simple answers to 

our dilemma.   

If we really stopped to think 

about it we would realize that for 

our church to be healthy and 

grow we need to learn all we can 

about how to have an effective 

church in our present age. The 

bottom line is that the average 

person in the pew does not 

know how to help their church 

develop a plan to become 

healthy and grow.  Be honest.  

How much do you know about 

the principles of church health? 

One of my deacons works on a 

natural gas drilling rig. He knows 

all about cutting through rock 

formations; which bits cut better 

than others, and what weight of 

oil base he needs to use to drill 

a well the most efficiently. Even 

though I grew up around natural 

gas wells, he knows much more 

than me about drilling. We are 

not all experts at everything. 

If you want your church to be 

healthy and grow, one of the 

best things you can do is attend 

The Summit, July 27-29, in 

Evansville, Indiana. This event 

will provide you the best oppor-

tunity to learn all about General 

Baptists and how to develop a 

healthy, growing church. You will 

not be an expert at the end of 

the three days, but you will have 

the opportunity to attend several 

of 70 workshops designed to 

help you help your church.  

These workshops are genuinely 

helpful and relevant to your 

church. You can go to 

www.GeneralBaptist.com for a 

complete list of workshops. 

Most years our association is 

poorly represented at The Sum-

mit. This is like being ravenously 

hungry, invited to a wonderfully 

delicious dinner, and failing to 

attend. What you need to help 

your church is being provided, 

you just have to commit yourself 

to attending and learning all you 

can. Yes, it will cost you some-

thing. Unless your church is able 

to help, you will have to bear the 

cost of travel, hotel, and meals.  

It can get pricey, but that is the 

price of learning how to help 

your church be healthy and 

grow.  Do you think it might just 

be worth it to have a church that 

is òMaking Disciples for Christ?ó  

The Summit  

  Dr. Dennis Powell 

year.  Keep this in mind as your 

church plans for your annual 

budget and consider making a 

contribution. 

This Fall, the Scholarship Com-

mittee will award at least one 

scholarship totaling $500.  The 

committee has not completed 

the application forms yet, but 

they hope to soon. 

If you are interested in making a 

contribution or in receiving an 

application form, contact Patsy 

Henderson at 501.626.3749 

or p99henderson@hotmail.com. 

 

In March, the association voted 

to begin an endowment in order 

to provide scholarships for stu-

dents from our churches. The 

endowment requires a minimum 

investment of $10,000 in order 

for the payouts to begin. 

Several pledges have been 

made. To date, we have $3,780 

toward the endowment.  In an 

endowment, the principle will 

never be spent. The earnings will 

be available to provide scholar-

ships. A $10,000 endowment 

wil l  produce $500 per 

We also plan to put the applica-

tion form on the association 

website as soon as it is available 

(www.argbchurch.org). 

Scholarship Endowment Growing                                                                                             

by Patsy Henderson 

Every day, 

every min-

ute, every 

breath truly 

is a gift from 

God. 

mailto:vvanaman@sbcglobal.net
http://www.generalbaptist.com
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It has been a very wet spring but 

God knows what we need at the 

right time. Let us praise Him for 

the rain. 

We have added a new member 

to our church and she is a well 

loved lady in our community, so 

keep her in your prayers. As for 

our attendance, we are steadily 

growing. God keeps sending us 

blessings all the time. 

Our youth went on a Christian 

youth weekend to Branson on 

March 27th, and had a great 

time. With adults and youth, 38 

went on the trip. Our youth group 

is growing with new faces every 

week. 

We held our quarterly fellowship 

night May 17th, and were hon-

ored to have so many churches 

attend. Our youth choir had the 

honor of singing four beautiful 

songs. There were 25 singing. 

plus several of our youth playing 

drums and guitar. We have been 

so blessed to have such a tal-

ented group of young people in 

our church. Continue to pray for 

them as they become the future 

of the church. Also, three of our 

preschool children sang two 

great songs for the fellowship 

service. They were awesome! 

I cannot forget the men who 

took the time and energy to cook 

our meal for the fellowship ser-

vice. They did an outstanding job 

of preparing, setting up, and 

serving the food. It took them a 

full day just to cook the meat 

and get everything ready. We are 

very thankful to them. 

Remember to thank God for the 

people in your church; for the 

ones who do without asking, the 

ones who are diligent in their 

witnessing to unbelievers, and 

the ones who volunteer all the 

time. Say a òthank youó to them. 

God Bless.   
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Chastain Chapel                                    

by Angela Shipley 

We are happy to report that our 

church has grown both physically 

and spiritually this spring.  We 

have had eight conversions since 

March 8 and Pastor Robert has 

baptized 10 people since March 

15.  We are also thrilled that we 

have added nine new members to 

our church family this year! 

We had a record attendance of 

126 at our Spring Fest outreach 

on April 26. The Mercy River Boys 

performed an anointed concert. 

God has truly blessed us for our 

efforts. We pray that we will con-

tinue to do His will and give God 

all the glory. 

Gravel Ridge                            

by Ronni Vanaman 

Pleasant Ridge                           

by Norma Lacy Hendrix 

Blessings from the Good Lord 

continue here at Pleasant Ridge. 

As is no doubt of your congrega-

tions, we have experienced many 

answered prayers during the past 

several months. In at least two 

instances, those answers were in 

direct defiance of medical sci-

ence and the prognosis of physi-

cians. Praise is due to The Great 

Physician! 

Our church was again host for the 

annual community revival in early 

May. It is always a special oppor-

tunity to fellowship and worship 

with believers of different congre-

gations and different traditions. 

Since our last report, we have 

shared weddings, retirements, 

graduations, and other special life 

events. One very special occasion 

was the April 4th birthday of our 

beloved associate pastor, Rever-

end Cecil Robertson. He turned 

ninety (90) on that day, and we 

were blessed to celebrate with 

him as he delivered our morning 

message on the Sunday following. 

We wonõt be surprised to have 

Brother Cecil celebrate his cen-

tennial in the same way! 

It seems that one busy season 

just leads to another even busier, 

but hopefully we will remember to 

follow Paulõs admonition to the 

Galatians when it comes to the 

work of the Lord. He encouraged 

them with these words, òLet us 

not grow weary in well-doing.ó  

Pleasant Ridge - (Contõd.) 

Searcy                                    

by Laymon Cato 

By the grace of Almighty God the 

Searcy Church continues to grow. 

We are pleased with what God is 

doing in our midst. Pastor Jay 

Bittle and our church members 

give all the glory to God and we all 

pray for continued spirit filled 

intervention by our Lord and  

Savior.  

In April there was a youth spon-

sored Easter egg hunt with over 

100 in attendance. The Easter 

morning service was attended by           

124. 

We have had six Baptisms during 

this reporting period with three of 

them being baptized right before 

this writing in our Sunday evening 

service today, May 31st. We have 

also had several people join our 

church by letter with a new couple 

Jason White & Kim White 

Caroline & Brandon Childress 

Richard & Shelly Carlock 

Johnathan 

McCulley 

Michael Dibben 

Devan Poland Lisa Barron 

10 Baptisms at Gravel Ridge 

Heber Springs                            

by Pastor Dennis 

One of our newest ministries is 

called "Naomi and Friends."  This 

is an annual banquet for the wid-

ows and widowers of our church 

put on by Sue Shearer and a 

group of helpers. The evening 

includes a very delicious dinner 

and entertainment. 

This year three teenage brothers, 

The Gardner Boys performed a 

concert.  They sang old gospel 

favorites with a bluegrass sound. 

We had about 20 people at-

tend.  This is one of the ways we 

let our senior folks know they are 

loved and appreciated.   
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and older ones get a chance to 

see camp friends again before 

Junior Camp in the summer. The 

retreat lasts about 24 hours and 

includes worship times, classes, 

activities, meals, and at least 

some sleep on Friday night. Dur-

ing the last worship time on 

Saturday afternoon, the Plan of 

Salvation was shared in a kid-

friendly way and two children 

made first-time professions of 

faith! 

auto accident a few weeks ago, 

but were both able to be back at 

church on Sunday, May 31, a 

reason to give God thanks.  

Brother Chance Dryer, one of 

our new young members re-

cently announced he felt he was 

called to a special ministry, so 

on the last Sunday evening of 

the month  he will be in charge 

of a special evening worship 

service and we are praying for 

God's leadership and guidance. 

Let the Word of Christ dwell in 

you richly in all wisdom; teaching 

and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord. (Col. 3:16)  

joining this morning. It has been 

a fantastic day for the Lord! 

Our goal is to keep improving 

our outreach while nurturing 

those that have accepted Jesus 

Christ as their Savior. 

Bible school is set for June 8-12. 

We are hoping for a good atten-

dance with an even greater hope 

of children finding Jesus. 

We praise the Lord and pray for 

all of the churches in the Wolf 

Bayou Association, that they 

may lead many people to our 

Lord and Savior this year.  

Searcy - (Contõd.) Three Baptisms at Searcy  

May 31, 2009  

   

for six Sundays. Not only did the 

children gain much from this, but 

the adults enjoyed it very much, 

also. 

One of our activities for this quar-

ter has been a pasta supper. 

Everyone brought their favorite 

pasta dishes to share. This turned 

out to be a very interesting and 

enjoyable time. 

We are looking forward to having 

a great VBS this year. We ask that 

you pray for our church as we 

strive to serve the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

Things are happening at Sunny 

Slope Church, and might happen 

even faster if the weather would 

cooperate. The pad has been 

leveled and ready, the building 

parts are on the groundñjust 

waiting for the opportune time to 

start construction on new  build-

ing, and in the fullness of 

( God's) time it will happen.  

The senior youth are working to 

earn enough money to attend a 

youth conference in Missouri 

this summer. They did an excel-

lent job cleaning the cemetery 

and church grounds and now 

are planning a pie auction to 

help them meet their goal. 

We recently honored Bro. Dwight 

for his 30 years in the ministry; 

an evening that was enjoyed by 

all for its' nostalgia as well as its 

humor.  

God is blessing us in many ways.  

Since the first of the year we 

have had three weddings and 

another is coming very soon. We 

have also had a new baby born 

and two members graduated 

from high school.  

Most of you probably know 

about Bro. Loy and Sister Bev-

erly Bittle. They had a serious 

Sunny Slope                            

by Pat Bittle 

Even though we have been hav-

ing a lot of sickness in our 

church we still feel the spirit of 

the Lord and pray that he will 

continue to bless us.  

Sunday evening on St. Patrickõs 

Day we had a potluck supper. 

Pastor Dennis Ezell gave a very 

nice sermon on the many good 

things we can do by celebrating 

St. Patrickõs Day. 

We are blessed to have Sister 

Judy Staggs give our children a 

lesson each Sunday before our 

Worship time. During the Easter 

season she gave the series of 

lessons using òThe Resurrection 

Eggsó with a lesson object in 

each plastic egg. The children 

opened two eggs each Sunday 

Wilburn                                

by Dorothy Ball 

Wilburn - (Contõd.) 

JAM - Focus on Heroes                                                           

by Pamela Powell 

JAM (Jesus and Me) was held 

April 3-4, 2009 with 39 campers, 

grades 1-6, and 17 workers.  

The theme for this year was 

"Heroes of MegaCity" and focused 

on character traits of heroes, 

such as "Heroes Always Do What 

They Say They Will" and "Heroes 

Forgive". 

The one-night retreat gives 

younger students a taste of camp 

JAM - (Contõd.) 




