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Newsletter   

From Our Association Moderator  

On Sunday, March 1, two hun-

dred members of the Wolf Bayou 

Association gathered to cele-

brate as a family of churches.  

The day was filled with reports 

from agencies and committees, 

interspersed with moments of 

praise, singing of hymns, and 

recognition of churches.  The 

attendance nearly filled the 

sanctuary of the Heber Springs 

church.  Anyone who was unable 

to attend missed a great oppor-

tunity to be encouraged. 

The gathering began with a rec-

ommendation by the Polity and 

Doctrine Committee to accept 

Wesley Chapel as a new church 

in the association.  Wesley 

Chapel had been a General Bap-

tist church in Post Oak Grove 

Association many years ago, but 

had most recently been a part of 

the Free Will Baptist Association.  

Pastor Chris Carlton and several 

members of the church were 

accepted with a unanimous vote 

bringing the total of Wolf Bayou 

churches to eighteen. 

The second celebration moment 

featured an interview of Pastor 

Terry Hill of Center Point Church.  

Later in the evening, Center 

Point Church was recognized as 

the church which grew the most 

in the association.  When asked 

what has made his church grow 

so much in 2008, Pastor Hill 

stated, òJust get self out of the 

way and let the Lord lead.ó  He 

continued by saying the Youth 

Ministry was very active in their 

church and had a significant 

part to play in their growth. 

A video of Formosa Youth Camp 

facilities was shared showing 

the poor condition of the facili-

ties and the lack of funds for 

rehabilitation.  The boyõs dorm 

needs to be replaced because it 

is too expensive to repair.  

Churches are encouraged to 

look for ways to help raise funds 

for a new boyõs cabin. 

It has become a custom of the 

association to have a roll call of 

churches announcing the num-

ber of people who accepted 

Christ the previous year and a 

goal for the next year.  Searcy 

Church exceeded their 2008 

goal by one person.  Forty peo-

ple accepted Christ in 2008 and 

the churches have a goal of 96 

this year. 

A new Scholarship Committee 

recommended the beginning of 

a new Wolf Bayou Association 

Endowment through the Cle-

burne County Community Foun-

dation and the Arkansas Com-

munity Foundation.  A minimum 

of $10,000 is needed to begin 

the endowment.  Three thou-

sand was pledged before the 

end of the meeting.  At least one 

scholarship will be awarded this 

year from existing funds of the 

association. 

Pastor Dwight Decker of Sunny 

Slope Church was invited to the 

stage to answer a few questions 

about the growth of his church.  

Although Sunny Slope was not 

the fastest growing church this 

year, it has doubled in size in the 

past ten years.  His advice to 

new pastors was, òHave a vision, 

and stick to it no matter how 

difficult it gets.ó 

The Worship Celebration fea-

tured recognition of several 

churches which are growing, and 

recognition of new converts who 

were present in the service. 

Moderator Dennis Powell and 

Dr. Ron Black preached a team 

sermon based on the General 

Baptist Vision Statement show-

ing how we have a shared vision 

together among the denomina-

tion, the association, and the 

church. 

The evening was completed with 

the Second Annual Wolf Bayou 

Chili Cookoff.  Wesley Chapel 

walked off with the Wooden 

Spoon Award and the funds 

raised were divided between 

Camp Formosa and the Arkan-

sas Home Mission Society. 

 

The Family Gathering        

by Dr. Dennis Powell 

Center Point recognized for: Lead-

ing Conversions, Overall Growth, 

and Five Year Growth  

Wilburn recognized in small 

church category for Most Conver-

sions in 2008 

Welcome to the Wolf Bayou Asso-

ciation, Wesley Chapel General 

Baptist Church! 
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It's time to put up the Valentines 

and get ready for spring, God's 

renewal of life and a promise of 

His Son's return to take us home 

to be with Him!  Praise His 

name!  

The youth sang a wonderful ar-

ray of songs several Sundays 

ago. Everyone was in fine 

voice.  The kids at our church 

continue to grow and we are 

very blessed to have them. 

We have formed a youth hand 

bell choir and they are wonder-

ful! Eight boys and girls per-

formed for us recently and they 

did a super job. Some of our 

older youth played and sang at 

Quarterly Fellowship on Feb. 22, 

which was held at Wilburn.   

Several of our ladies got to-

gether and had a special Valen-

tines Dinner and a movie for all 

couples who had been married 

in our church. It was a night of 

fellowship and good food, and 

we all watched the movie, Fire-

proof. 

It's great to know that there are 

Christian movie studios and 

people who will and can spread 

the Gospel through films. 

Our attendance at Chastain 

Chapel is steadily growing.  All 

we can say is, òGod's blessings 

are many.ó  

Continue to pray for our pastor 

and his family and the good 

work he is doing for the commu-

nity. His messages are getting 

stronger every week.   

As spring approaches and Easter 

is not far away, let everyone in 

our communities realize how 

much God has given to all our 

churches. Give of your self what 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 

gave. Be ready for a blessing... 

Give God the glory.  
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News from our Family of Churches  

Chastain Chapel                                    

by Angie Shipley 

CrossBridge                             

by Cheryl Harrell 

Just as a seed sprouts anew in 

the spring after months of cold 

and frozen ground, here at Cross-

Bridge we are starting a journey 

all our own after months of win-

ter. As of February 15, 2009, we 

have established our Constitution 

and Bylaws making us eligible to 

become an organized church. 

Just as the pear trees are begin-

Ruth Southerland and her son, 

Lindell at her 91st birthday 

celebrationñ Wilburn General 

Baptist Church 

C. J. Cannon 

Baptized at Chastain Chapel 

12/7/08  

Hello from Claremont Avenue. I 

am excited to tell you about the 

great things happening at our 

little church in Sherwood. 

We recently had two baptisms, 

with four people joining our 

church. God has been so great to 

us! The church got new pew pads 

and we are in the middle of get-

ting our projector set up so that 

we can put our words and mes-

sages up on the wall. With little 

ones running around the church 

now, we have started Childrenõs 

Church for those under eleven. 

I have been coaching high school 

wrestling for three years and we 

just won our second state cham-

pionship for Central Arkansas 

Christian. Iõm so proud of the 

kids. 

Our attendance has been running 

around 30 to 35 the last several 

weeks. We are growing.  I am so 

proud of the members of our 

church.  A few weeks ago the 

ladies of the church got together 

and made first-time visitor bas-

kets and we gave one away the 

first week they were available. We 

have many things planned in the 

next few months and are looking 

forward to what God has in store. 

We mourn the passing of Sister 

Lyda Kersey, who went home to 

be with the Lord on February 19. 

We request that you pray for 

Brother Lester Kersey.  

Claremont                             

by Pastor James Williams 

CrossBridge  - (Contõd.)                           

ning to bloom, we too, are experi-

encing new growth in the form of 

4 new members added to our 

congregation. 

As the season lends itself to a 

time of renewing and rebirth, we 

are starting the adventure of 

choosing the colors that will deco-

rate our walls in our new facility, 

launching new ministries, and 

making plans for an Easter out-

reach and promotion. 

This next season in our journey 

will be both exciting and challeng-

ing and we thank those who are 

on board with us as well as invite 

those who want to join us. 

Christmas Program 

Wilburn General Baptist 

Christmas Program 

Wilburn General Baptist 

Gravel Ridge                             

by Ronni Vanaman 

On January 23, our beloved sen-

ior deacon, Brother Gerald Tho-

mason moved to his home in 

Heaven. Approximately one week 

later our pastorõs father, Brother 

Armie òBuddyó Hunt also went 

home to meet our Lord. 

These were trying times for our 

church family, and especially for 

our pastor, Brother Robert Hunt. 

He has demonstrated the peace 

and strength that only God can 

give. Our church family developed 

a closer bond as we worked to-

gether to provide emotional sup-

port and meals for these two 

families that we so dearly love. 

We rejoice in the knowledge that 

both of these men were saved by 

the blood of Jesus. 

We now have a Web site: http://

gravelridgegbchurch.org and we 

believe this will be a valuable 

outreach tool. We are planning an 

outreach event (Spring Fest) at 

10:30 AM on April 26. The Mercy 

River Boys will present the pro-

gram and we will have food and 

fun after the morning service. Our 

attendance goal is 80+. 

God continues to bless us. We 

have a baptism coming up soon.  

http://www.gravelridgegbchurch.org/
http://www.gravelridgegbchurch.org/
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Church News - Continued  

Wilburn                                  

by Mecahel Cresswell 

Searcy                                  

by Laymon Cato 

A time for birthday celebrations! 

First, in December we cele-

brated Christmas with a play 

about the birth of our Lord, Je-

sus Christ. After the program we 

met in the fellowship hall for a 

meal and fellowship.  

Next, to start the year off right, 

we celebrated our eldest mem-

berõs 91st b i r t h d a y .     

Ruth Southerland is a wonderful 

lady who is still going strong. 

She is loved by many in the Wolf 

Bayou and Post Oak Grove Asso-

ciations. Many people grew up 

on Ruth's incredible cooking. 

She was the cook at Wilburn 

School and Camp Formosa for 

many years. 

We also had a surprise birthday 

party  for our pastor, Dennis 

Ezell. Of course we had food and 

a birthday cake, and we watched 

the movie, Fireproof.  

In February, our church hosted 

the Wolf Bayou Quarterly Fellow-

ship. Everyone was blessed by 

the great talent and fellowship.  

December was highlighted by a 

Christmas play given by our 

youth. Kim Gordon directed the 

play which drew praises from the 

attendees as a very uplifting 

event. 

February again found our youth 

sponsoring their annual Valen-

tines banquet which was set up 

as a dinner and movie event. 

The youth served the meals 

prepared by Chef Curtis Fain to 

all of those attending. The 

movie, Fireproof was shown and 

was well received by all. Youth 

directors, Brad & Jennifer Bates 

were in charge of the event. 

Pastor Jay Bittle continues to 

encourage the church to step up 

our outreach programs. The first 

event will be a fish fry on March 

14th @ 4pm sponsored by the 

Men's Ministries of the church. 

Featured will be Milton Lee, 

songwriter and singer who will 

be performing.  All churches of 

the association are invited. 

The Searcy church was pleased 

to have 20 of its members  at-

tend the Wolf Bayou Association 

meeting on March 1. 

God continues to bless our 

Church. We want to give Him ALL 

the Glory for any success we are 

having in our ministries.  

New Bethel                           

by Pastor Novy Newkirk 

Bread from Heaven is an aggres-

sive food ministry. Through our 

food bank we are helping over 

140 families each month. The 

pantry serves 9 zip codes in 4 

Arkansas counties, by providing 

bags of groceries to those in 

need. The third Saturday of 

every month families gather at 

our Family Life Center at 10:00 

AM. After a short devotion and 

prayer, we have them all through 

the line by 12 noon. Thanks to 

the director of Bread from 

Heaven, Kerri Yarbrough and 

volunteers from our church and 

from other churches, the pro-

gram runs like clock work. This 

happens so smoothly because 

Kerri and others (especially Kerri) 

from the church work throughout 

the month in preparation for our 

third Saturday blessing to those 

we serve. 

Our attendance is holding be-

tween 70 and 90 and our Sunday 

school is growing. We are looking 

forward to VBS this summer. Our 

director is putting together an 

exciting program. God has also 

blessed us with several new ba-

bies which is always exciting.  

We have a ladies group that is 

meeting weekly. They are quilting 

lap-quilts for our local nursing 

home residents and others that 

would need and use them. The 

ladies enjoy the fellowship and 

know that they are meeting a 

need. 

Pleasant Ridge                           

by Norma Lacy Hendrix 

New Bethel - (Contõd.) 

As the weeks of 2009 are quickly 

passing, our church is hopeful 

that the coming year holds much 

good in service to the Lord. 

Our pastor is leading a weekly 

class designed to encourage 

evangelism. This class runs con-

currently with our weekly mid-

week Bible Study. 

A new opportunity for women of 

the church and for community 

outreach, is a monthly Saturday 

morning session for lessons in 

crocheting, cake decoration, quilt-

ing, etc. 

An annual tradition is the Young 

at Heart banquet that was held 

on February 15. At this event, 

those members of our church 

who are òyoung at heartó are 

treated to a nice meal and enjoy-

able entertainment by those who 

are òyoung in yearsó. 

We look forward to the renewal of 

spring and recovery from the re-

cent ice storm. 

  Get your registration form today. 

Wolf Bayou Association Annual Meeting - March 1, 2009 

 

Sunny Slope recognized for 10-

year growth (doubled membership 

and Sunday School) ! 

Gravel Ridge recognized for Overall 

Growth in 2008 (small church cate-

gory) 

Searcy recognized for Overall 

Growth (large church category) 

The task ahead of us is 

never as great as the Power 

behind us.  

http://www.argbchurch.org/Formosa.html
http://www.argbchurch.org/Formosa.html

